6                        INTRODUCTION
Dynamic teleology leads us to what is generally called Vitalism ; it leads us to the recognition of the " Autonomy of vital processes."
Which of these two views is the right one ?
The answer given in earlier times to this question, and the answer which we ourselves give, it is the purpose of this book to set forth ; and the object of this introduction has been to prepare for such an exposition.
The result of this introduction, the recognition that is to say that there can be a static and a dynamic teleology gives us a critical reagent, a criterion by which we can test every body of doctrine offered by history : with it we can ask what is the real meaning of any theory, and we can do this even in those not infrequent cases when an author himself is very far from being clear as to the distinction between the concepts descriptive-, static-, and dynamic-teleology.
Our introductory remarks have been written to make easier our historical analysis and in consequence the understanding of the whole : they must be considered entirely as something preliminary and in no way our final view with regard to purposiveness.
Turning, then, to the examination of the earlier Vitalism and its development, we may remark once and for all that our treatment is concerned less with the personal element than with what is typical in the view we may be considering ; and that consequently no weight is laid on completeness in the sense of a real history in the narrower sense, while on the other hand a suitable choice of material is of all the greater importance. If in spite of our search for the typical it is impossible for us to make our exposition